Alleged Violations for Macque Bohleen
· MCA § 13-35-206: Injury to election equipment, materials, and records (specifically subsection 6 regarding destroying or secreting records).
· MCA § 13-1-303: Unauthorized disposition of ballots and election materials.
· Retention Requirements: Violation of the 22-month mandatory retention period for federal election records.

Statement of Facts
1. Evidentiary Discrepancies in 2022 Election-Night Shredding
Security camera footage from Election Night 2022 captures the Respondent shredding over 100 pieces of paper in 21 distinct batches. While the county issued a later press release claiming these were "printed copies of UOCAVA ballots," this explanation is contradicted by the following:
· Numerical Mismatch: In a separate recording, the Election Administrator stated only six (6) UOCAVA ballots were processed for the 2022 General Election. This does not align with the volume of ~100 sheets observed on video.
· Prior Contradictory Statements: During a January 4, 2023, meeting—prior to the issuance of the official press release—the Respondent and the Clerk and Recorder stated they "keep everything except maybe a scrap piece of paper," directly contradicting the later claim that they shredded official ballot copies.
· Potential Tampering: There appears to be paper and video evidence suggesting that potential undervotes were being filled in prior to or during these activities.
2. Failure to Maintain 2020 and 2021 Election Security Logs
A formal request was made in May 2022 for security logs (specifically for equipment and ballot seals) covering July 2020 to May 2022. The Respondent failed to produce any logs for the years 2020 or 2021.
· Legal Mandate: These are required election records that must be kept for 22 months.
· Statute of Limitations: As the failure was documented in May 2022, the violation falls within the enforceable period.
· Pending Litigation: A current Public Records lawsuit is the only remaining barrier preventing the further destruction of 2020 election records.
3. Materiality and Conflict of Interest
The urgency of this investigation is underscored by the narrow margins of the 2022 election. The Clerk and Recorder—who appears in the January 4 video and held supervisory authority—won her race by only 87 votes, narrowly avoiding a mandatory recount. Both the Respondent and the County Attorney are up for re-election in 2026.
Violation – Tampering with and Destruction of Election Records
MCA § 13-35-206(6) prohibits any person from mutilating, secreting, or destroying election records except as provided by law.
· Count I: Unauthorized Destruction (2022): The volume of shredded material far exceeds the number of UOCAVA ballots processed, suggesting the destruction of unauthorized materials. The shifting explanations provided by the Respondent indicate a potential attempt to "secrete" the nature of the destroyed records.
· Count II: Failure to Retain (2020-2021): The absence of mandatory security logs for a two-year period constitutes a per se violation of retention statutes.
The previous closures of this matter by the FBI and DCI were done at the request of local officials and without interviewing the whistleblowers who witnessed the footage. Therefore, no formal exoneration has occurred, and no court has reviewed this evidence.
Requested Relief
I request that the Commissioner of Political Practices:
1. Reopen and/or Initiate a Formal Investigation into the destruction of election materials and the missing 2020-2021 security logs.
2. Subpoena and Review the security footage and the specific UOCAVA ballot counts to reconcile the ~100-sheet discrepancy.
3. Interview Whistleblowers who viewed the original footage and have not been granted an investigative hearing.
4. Refer Findings to the appropriate authorities for prosecution under MCA § 13-35-206.
5. Secure All Remaining 2020 Election Records immediately to prevent destruction following the settlement of the current Public Records lawsuit.
Respectfully Submitted,



Albert Bennett

